
Springerville Town Council  
Minutes 

December 2, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 
Council: Mary Nedrow Mayor, Eric Baca Vice Mayor, Bill Lucas, Ron Thebeau and Phelps Wilkins. 
 
Staff: Steve West Town Manager, Val Cordova Town Clerk, Tim Shaffery Legal Counsel, 

Larisa Bogardus Community Dev. Director and Mike Nuttall Detective. 
 
Public: Dan Muth, Ron Cavanaugh, Kevin Burk and Susie Silva. 
 
 
1. The meeting was called to order with a quorum present at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Nedrow. 
 
2. Officer Mike Nuttall led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Public Participation: None 
 
4. Manager, Council and Chamber Reports: 
 
 Town Manager West updated the council on the Zuni Water Adjudication that been on going for 

at least 20 years noting they’re  getting closer to settling the litigation and will keep the council 
informed.  Town departments are reviewing budgets to minimize impact on the loss of Urban 
Revenue Sharing and HURF by cutting back.   

 Mayor Nedrow asked if staff has looked at closing on Fridays like Eagar does. 
 Town Manager West said we are looking at this.  There are two major considerations to closing 

one day and the first one is we can’t contact State agencies, government agencies county 
departments, and St. Johns, Eagar because they’re all closed and looking at whether it will cut 
back on overtime. 

 Tonight the council will make a decision on whether to accept Detective Nuttall as the new Chief 
of Police.  He said he would like to have a swearing in ceremony for both positions right after the 
first of the year. 

 
 Vice Mayor Baca asked Mr. West to give a short synopsis of the Zuni Water rights.   
  
 Mr. West explained that they are trying to figure out who has the water rights using the Norvell 

Decree which stated who had what rights and at what level.  The Native Americans have said 
stop and these should be theirs because they were here first.  They want to come to some 
agreement as to who has the rights to what water.  Our attorney’s are fighting on our behalf to 
help us retain the water rights we have.    

 Mr. Shaffery said this has been litigated in Federal court for twenty years to come to an 
agreement. 

 
 If the water rights have to be bought, the US Government will have to buy them in order to help 

them have some rights to the water in the Little Colorado watershed.  They are claiming the 
surface and underground water. Any water we take out in our wells and owning water rights in the 
ditch that are being fought in this litigation. 

  
 Town Manager West said we have made flyers to distribute to the children at the school and the 

Christmas Light parade will be this Saturday.   There will be a joint meeting with the Town of 
Eagar tomorrow at the hospital at 6:00 p.m.   He also reported that the airport is moving along.  
We are hoping to receive stimulus funds to overlay the runway.  This would be a hugh impact to 
our general fund and to our match with FAA.  This would be cart blanc but we won’t know for 
another 30 days. 

 
5. Public Hearing: 
 
 Phelps Wilkins/Eric Baca motion to go into a public hearing to take comments from the public. 
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  Vote:  Ayes:  Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
 Mayor Nedrow opened the floor for comments from the public. 
 
 Ms. Susie Silva addressed the council stating we certainly don’t want the State with their fine 

mess to come in and tell us what to do saying she has more faith in our council than the whole 
legislature.  She didn’t see how anyone wouldn’t support home rule 150% instead of allowing the 
State to tell us what we need, what we don’t need and when we need it.  As  council members 
they should go out and support home rule100%. 

 
 There were no more comments. 
 
 Bill Lucas/Phelps Wilkins motion to close the public hearing and return to the regular meeting at 

6:10 p.m. 
 
   Vote:  Ayes:   
      Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
6. Consent Items: 
 
 Eric Baca/Bill Lucas motion to approve consent agenda item 6a.   
 
 No discussion: 
 
  Vote:  Ayes:  Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
7. Ordinance 2009-004 Discussion, second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2009-004. 
   

An Ordinance of the Town of Springerville, Arizona, adopting the public document entitled 
“Amendments To Title 16.32 Minor Land Divisions” by reference; proving for severability, 
and establishing an effective date:    Second reading by Mayor Nedrow. 

 
 No discussion: 
 
 Bill Lucas/Phelps Wilkins motion we adopt Ordinance 2009-004 adopting the public document 

entitled “Updates to Title 16.32 Minor Land Division” by reference.   
 
   Vote:  Ayes:   
      Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
8. Police Chief Appointment:  
  
 Councilman Wilkins said he had the opportunity to meet with Mike and was very impressed and 
 made the following motion. 
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 Phelps Wilkins/Eric Baca motion to appoint Mike Nuttall as the new Chief of Police effective 
 January 1, 2009. 
 
 Discussion:    Councilman Lucas said he too was involved during the interview process and was 
 very  impressed. 
 
   Vote:  Ayes: Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
9. Resolution 2009-R018:  Discussion and action regarding adoption of Resolution 2009-R018 

proposing an (Extension of the) Alternative Expenditure Limitation.   
 
 Eric Baca/Bill Lucas motion to adopt resolution 2009-R018 proposing an extension of the 

alternative expenditure limitation. 
 
 No Discussion:  
  
   Vote:  Ayes: Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
10. Resolution 2009-R019:  Discussion and action regarding adopting Resolution 2009-R019.   
 
 Phelps Wilkins/Mary Nedrow motion to adopt resolution 2009-R019 declaring a public record 

certain documents filed with the Town Clerk entitled “Title 18.104.Parking and Loading 
Requirements Revised” by reference. 

 
 Councilman Thebeau said the only thing he found was wording regarding 17.104.030 surfacing.   
 
 The Town’s Legal Counsel Tim Shaffery advised the Council that they should move into 

executive session for legal advice. 
 
 Phelps Wilkins/Eric Baca motion to adjourn into executive session for legal advice at 6:17 p.m. 
 
   Vote:  Ayes: Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
 Bill Lucas/Eric Baca motion to reconvene the meeting at 6:33 p.m.   
 
   Vote:  Ayes: Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
 Mayor Nedrow called for a vote on the motion. 
 
  Vote:  Ayes: 
 
    Nays:  Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
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 Councilman Baca asked if a representative from planning and zoning could come to the regular 

meeting to address this item. 
 
11. Ordinance 2009-006: Discussion and first reading of Ordinance 2009-006.  This ordinance is a 

direct reference to resolution 2009-R019 that was voted down and therefore skipped over. 
 
12. Resolution 2009-R020:  Discussion and adoption of resolution 2009-R020. 
 
 Eric Baca/Bill Lucas motion to adopt resolution 2009-020 supporting Round Valley in Motion and 

the Safe Routes to Schools program. 
  
   Vote:  Ayes: Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
13. Polling Place Agreement:  Discussion and action regarding the approval of a polling place 

agreement between Springerville and Apache County. 
 
 Bill Lucas/Ron Thebeau motion to approve the polling place contract with Apache County for use 

of our fire department building at 23 S. Papago our polling site for elections. 
 
   Vote:  Ayes: Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
14. Adjournment:  
 
 Bill Lucas/Phelps Wilkins motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:38 p.m. 
 
   Vote:  Ayes: Mary Nedrow 
      Eric Baca 
      Bill Lucas 
      Ron Thebeau 
      Phelps Wilkins 
 
        _____________________________ 
        Mary Nedrow, Mayor 
 
 ATTEST: 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Town Clerk 
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Springerville 

Town Council in regular session on Wednesday, December 2, 2009.  I further certify that the 
meeting was duly called and a quorum was present. 

 
        Dated this 8

th
 day of December, 2009 

 
        ______________________________ 
        Town Clerk 
 


